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For an academic teacher, there can be few rewards greater than to see his students grow into creative in- 
dependence and to have them publicly acknowledge their debt to their teacher. If, at the same time, that 
acknowledgement is accompanied by expressions of obviously genuine affection, his cup of happiness must 
indeed be full. The present volume is an example of such felicity. Professor I.C. Gunsalus (‘Gunny’ to his 
friends, of whom I am proud to be one) not only played a central role in the development of several major 
areas of microbial metabolism in the ’50s and ’60s of this Century, but trained, inspired, and collaborated 
with a large number of gifted men and women who have subsequently become foci for important scientific 
developments in several countries. They severally recount their experiences in Gunny’s lab., evoking thereby 
the rich flavour of the hey-day of metabolic research - the elucidation of pathways, discovery of new co- 
factors, unravelling of regulatory mechanisms, and the dawning of awareness of the ubiquity of plasmids 
that, for example, enable pseudomonads to digest the ‘little grease ball’ camphor and a host of other unap- 
petising aromatics. And it is a star-studded cast that tells these stories: Ochoa, O’Kane, Umbreit, Sokatch, 
Stanier, Dagley . . . the list reads like Who’s Who in Metabolism, with Holloway, Grunberg-Manago, 
Chakrabarty, Ornston, Katagiri . . . supplying a further volume that encompasses genetics and oxidation 
mechanisms. For anyone aged forty or over, this is a richly enjoyable collection of essays that bring to life 
again the excitements of what may now seem a distant age. 
But what will people under forty, especially if they do not know the protagonists, make of this book? 
Alas! not much. The scientific content is patchy: a brief review here, a re-hash of already published work 
there, a touch of philosophy and an occasional brief excursion into ‘hard’ science, interlard the 
reminiscences and pierce the nostalgia. This, of course, is a feature of most Festschriften, and I do not 
blame the editors for that; but it does make it difficult to recommend to any student, or even to any library, 
that so large a sum of money be expended on acquiring so ephemeral a volume. 
H.L. Kornberg 
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